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Dear Parents/Guardians,
Dia dhaoibh go léir. Fáilte romhaibh ar ais ar scoil. Tá súil
againn go mbainimid go léir an-taitneamh as an mbliain scoile nua seo.
Welcome back to school to all our pupils, parents and staff after the
summer break. A very special welcome to our new Junior Infant and
Early Start (pre-school) pupils and to a few other pupils who have
joined classes up along the school. We hope you will enjoy your time at
school in St. Louise’s and that you get a chance to learn lots and
develop all your talents.
We are delighted to welcome back Ms. Maria Purcell and Ms.
Sinéad Hallinan from their maternity leaves. We welcome a number of
new teaching staff to the school: Ms. Sheena Conlon, Ms. Caoimhe
Finnan & Ms. Cáit Sinnott. It was with great sadness we said goodbye

Dates for your Diary
New Pupils

August 29th:

School reopened for all pupils.

September 13th:

Prayer Service for beginning of the new school
year.

September 16th:

Junior Infants attend for full school day.

Contact Us!
Drumfinn Road,
Ballyfermot,
Dublin 10.
Phone:
01—6234153
Fax: 01—6265081
Blog:
www.stlouisesprim
aryschool.ie
Email:
ad-

School Books
A BIG thank you to those of you who have already paid
for the rental of your child’s school books. The cost is €65. We need
the support of all parents to allow us continue the scheme. Unfortunately, due to scarce resources, your child will not receive his/her
books until some payment has been made. There has been a very good
response so far this year. If you still have to pay for your child’s

“Together We Grow - Cairde le Chéile”
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Meet our New Pupils!
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The First Day at School

On the 29th of August the new Early Start pupils and Jun- A millionbillion miles from home
ior Infants began school for the first time. We hope they
Waiting for the bell to go. (To go
where?)
Why are they all so big, other children?
So noisy? So much at home they
must have been born in uniform.
Lived all their lives in playgrounds.
Spent the years inventing games

Room 2

that don’t let me in. Games

Room 2

that are rough and swallow you up.

And the railings.
All around, the railings.
Are they to keep out wolves and
monsters?
Things that carry off and eat children?
Things you don’t take sweets from?
Perhaps they’re to stop us getting
out.

Room 3

Running away from the lessins. Lessin.

will

Be on Time!

spend

many

happy

Early Start

years

in

our

School begins at 9am. The doors are
opened at 8:50 and pupils enter the
school in their lines. Please ensure
your child is in school on time each
morning. Younger children should be
encouraged to walk to their classroom on their own—this will help develop their sense of independence.
Children should not be collected
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Parents’ Corner
The Parents’ Room is located next
to the school garden and is open
each day during school hours.
Please feel free to drop in for a
cuppa and a chat. Maeve McAdam,
our school’s Home School Community Liaison teacher, is currently
organising courses for this term.
The Parents’ Association is always
actively seeking new members. If
you would like to become involved
in supporting the school, please
give your name to Maeve McAdam.
The Parents’ Association usually

School Lunches / Recycling
We encourage healthy eating
practices in our school. We are
well aware of the increase of
childhood obesity and would
encourage all parents to support
our healthy eating policy.
Glanmore Food provides our
school lunches and a wide variety
of options are available. Chocolate, crisps, sweets, nutella and
popcorn are not in keeping with
our healthy eating policy. Neither
are drinks apart from water or
milk. If you have not already given
the lunch order form back to your
child’s teacher, please do so as
soon as possible.
We are a green
school. We have
worked
hard
and are proud to
have five green
flags. Each day,
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Pupils’ Absences
Parents/ guardians are reminded that,
under the provision of the Education
Welfare Act (2000), principals of all schools are
obliged by law to inform the authorities if any pupil is
consistently absent (misses 20 days) from school for
any reason. If children are to do well in school, it is
vital that they attend every day. If your child is absent for any reason, please send in a written note
with them to explain the absence when they return
to school. There is a section for absent notes in your
child’s homework journal. This will be kept on file. We
are aware that some doctors charge for sick certs.
If you attend the doctor, ask the doctor to stamp
your child’s journal & show this to the teacher. A
text will be automatically sent to inform you once

School Uniform / Tracksuit
Can you please assist your child to
wear the official school uniform every day and the school tracksuit on
their designated P.E. days? The uniform includes our crest and school
tie (available to purchase from the school office at a
cost of €5 each). We ask parents to please buy our
school ties and crests to ensure St. Louise’s brand
and identity is preserved among our pupils and the
school community.
For insurance purposes, children will not be allowed to
participate in P.E. or activities in the hall unless they
are wearing runners.

Contact Numbers
Please notify your child’s teacher or the
secretary of any changes in mobile numbers, address, etc. so we have an up-todate number in the event of an emergency. Do you have a “back- up” system in place in case
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Accelerated Reader Programme
In September 2017 the girls in third and fourth class began the Accelerated Reader (AR) Programme. They were pioneers of this course in the school
and very excited about what lay ahead of them. This year, as the school
enters its third year using the programme, the girls from 3rd, 4th, 5th and
6th class are participating in the AR programme. The AR Programme allows children of all
reading abilities to read books suitable to their level of competency.
AR is a permanent part of the timetable in these classes. The children are given twenty
minutes of AR reading time every day. During this time they can read their AR book, take
a quiz on an iPad if they have completed their book, and can go to the AR library to choose
a new book.
The children earn certificates by reading with accuracy and they gain points by completing quizzes. Pupils also earn a certificate for reaching their termly targets. To reach their
termly target they must have an average accuracy in quizzes of 85%, read at a level set

Nut Free School
There are a number of pupils in our school
with severe nut allergies. Please do not
send in any foods containing nuts. This
includes Nutella chocolate spread and a
number of cereal bars. Thanks for your

Headlice
Headlice are an unfortunate fact of life and
pose a big problem at the start of each school
year. Please be vigilant and check your child’s
hair regularly. It is very frustrating for
parents if a small minority of children continue
to re-infect their classmates. If there is an
outbreak of headlice in your child’s class, you
will be notified. Please take action immediately.

Dogs
In the interest of health and
safety dogs are not allowed on
the school grounds. This
includes both school yards.

School Calendar 2019—
2020
Thursday 29th August: School reopens
for all pupils
Tuesday 1st October: school closed for inservice for the teachers in the Primary
Language Curriculum.
Hallowe’en Midterm Break: School closed
from Monday 28th October 2019 to
Friday 1st November 2019 inclusive
Christmas Holidays: School closes on
Friday 20th December at 12 noon and reopens on Monday 6th January 2020
February Midterm Break: School closed
on Thursday 20th February and Friday
21st February 2020
St. Patrick’s Day: School closed on
day 13th, Monday 16th &
Tuesday 17th March
Easter Holidays: Friday

Fri-

